Understanding the determinants of marital timing is critical because it has implications for marital functioning and divorce. One salient predictor of marital timing is youth's desires for marriage timing. To shine light on predictors of both desires for marital timing and the timing of marriage itself, we examine offspring marital desires and maternal marriage characteristics in the National Longitudinal Survey of Youth, 1979 (NLSY79) cohort and 1979 Child and Young Adult cohort (NLSY79-CYA; biological offspring of the women in the 1979 cohort). Analyses showed that maternal cohabitation postdivorce predicted decreased expectations to ever marry in offspring. Maternal age at marriage was positively associated with offspring desires for age at marriage, but only for those whose mothers had not divorced. Maternal marital age was significantly associated with the offspring's transition into marriage even when controlling for the offspring's desires for marriage timing, but neither maternal marriage age nor offspring desires for marital timing were associated with the timing of entrance into cohabitation, whereas maternal divorce was associated with earlier cohabitation. Our findings suggest that maternal marriage characteristics, particularly divorce, are significant predictors of millennials' desires for and experiences with romantic relationships.
Marriage is increasingly delayed in the United States; the median age of first marriage reached 29.2 for men and 27.5 for women in 2013 (Payne, 2015) . However, some individuals still marry at younger ages, sometimes placing themselves at risk of divorce (Lehrer, 2008; Uecker & Stokes, 2008) . Because desires for young marriage can be used to predict early marriage (Willoughby, 2014) , understanding the driving forces behind marital timing desires can help practitioners identify young adults who may desire marriage at a certain age and create tailored interventions to prepare them for success whenever they choose to wed. Additionally, between 2006 and 2010, 74% of women and 82% of men experienced cohabitation as their first union (Manning, Brown, & Payne, 2014) , thus understanding predictors of cohabitation timing may also be useful in preparing youth for healthy, fulfilling relationships.
The age when a mother first enters marriage may be a critical factor when offspring form desires for marital timing (Willoughby, Hall, & Luczak, 2015) , as would be suggested by social learning theory (Bandura, 1969) . Previous work has found a direct association between maternal marriage age and offspring union entry (Thornton, 1991; Uecker & Stokes, 2008) . However, earlier studies did not consider the role of offspring's own desired age at marriage. We used data from the NLSY79 cohort and the NLSY79-CYA cohort-offspring of the women of the NLSY79 -to examine the association between maternal marital experiences and offspring desires as well as the intergenerational transmission of age of entry into first union.
Outcomes Associated With the Timing of Union Formation
ages (Manning et al., 2014) . These cohabitations that start young might place couples at an increased risk of divorce even if it appears that they are later marrying at older ages (Kuperberg, 2014) . It is important to note that delaying marriage past the earlyto mid-20s is not necessarily a prescription for marital success; some research has found that there is little additional benefit to marrying past ages 22-25 for the risk of divorce (Glenn et al., 2010) . Overall, why might some individuals desire to marry at particular ages, either early or late? How might these desires then predict behavior?
Predictors of Marital Timing Desires
The marital paradigms framework describes attitudes about marriage that individuals might hold (Willoughby et al., 2015) . Whereas some of these attitudes detail being married, others are about the circumstances that precede marriage. One of these is timing, including the age that one sees themselves getting married. While a number of personal characteristics and experiences play into the development of timing expectations (Crissey, 2005; Nelson & Barry, 2005; Plotnick, 2007) , one relatively understudied potential predictor of timing expectations is the age at which an individual's mother married (Starrels & Holm, 2000) . Children may replicate the behaviors that are modeled by those around them, particularly parents (Bandura, 1969) . Even before enacting these behaviors, however, the modeling that children internalize could potentially be visible in the expectations that youth incorporate into their marital paradigms.
Maternal Behavior Modeling Ideal Timing for Marriage
There is evidence for the intergenerational transmission of divorce (Amato, 1996) and young, unwed childbearing (Barber, 2001) , among other intergenerational patterns. Some evidence suggests that social learning theory may drive part of these intergenerational associations. Social learning theory argues that children mimic the behaviors modeled to them (Bandura, 1969) . What children witness their parents experience in marriage (or what they know their parents have done) may become part of their marital paradigms (Willoughby et al., 2015) .
Most work examining desires to marry have focused on the stability of mothers' unions as a predictor of general attitudes toward marriage. Axinn and Thornton (1996) found that children of divorced parents were less positive toward marriage as a whole; however, Amato (1988) found that children of divorce still believed strongly in the benefits marriage had to offer. Regarding their own intent to marry, most studies have found that children of divorce have lower desires to ever marry, though many still express openness to it (Halpern-Meekin, 2012; Tasker, 1993) . Desires to marry may be shaped by experiences, such as being in a relationship, that may counteract the negative association between witnessing a parental divorce and desires to marry (Tasker; Tasker & Richards, 1994) . Maternal remarriage may also help children take a more positive view toward marriage after experiencing parental divorce (Axinn & Thornton, 1996) . Therefore, rather than being associated with timing of maternal marriage, we expect that desires to ever marry will be predicted by maternal divorce and maternal remarriage following divorce.
Less work has examined how children's desires for the timing of marriage may be associated with maternal experiences. Offspring who interpret their mother's marital experiences as a success may hold desires to replicate that success by marrying at a similar age. Others may interpret their parent's marriage as negative, such as in the case of divorce, and they may not desire to replicate their mother's marital timing, or may delay marriage because they want to spend more time finding the right partner to avoid repeating their parents' divorce. Many children may not have experienced their parents exchanging vows, but mothers may hold an opinion as to the best age of marriage, based partly on their own experiences, and communicate this to their offspring (Starrels & Holm, 2000; Willoughby, Carroll, Vitas, & Hill, 2012) . Other children may puzzle out their mother's age at marriage on their own once they are old enough to consider the age at which she must have married based on what they know of her age and marital status. The only other study to examine this association actually found that maternal first marriage age was not predictive of offspring's marital timing desires (Starrels & Holm, 2000) . However, the measure of expectations used in that study was a dichotomous measure of the offspring's desire to marry before age 24 or not. While this addressed "young" marriage, the authors recommended that a continuous measure of desired age at marriage be used in future work. Furthermore, Starrels and Holm only studied offspring of mothers with intact marriages.
Confounding Factors
Additional factors predicting desires may include race and ethnicity (Crissey, 2005; Plotnick, 2007) . Individuals may form their desires for marriage based on the romantic relationships they have already had, that is, those individuals with romantic partners may desire to marry sooner (Crissey, 2005) . Cohabitors may be particularly interested in transitioning to marriage, especially women (Huang, Smock, Manning, & Bergstrom-Lynch, 2011) . Financial and employment concerns may limit some individuals' ability to marry when they would like to (Gibson-Davis, Edin, & McLanahan, 2005 ) and might temper their expectations. Finally, other attitudes and expectations, such as religiosity and plans for higher education, must be considered when examining marital desires; the religious may value marriage more and those with plans for higher education may delay marriage (Nelson & Barry, 2005; Plotnick, 2007) .
Similar Factors Predicting Union Entrance
To this point, we have only discussed adolescent desires to wed. Many of these same factors that predict desires may also predict actual behavior. Maternal marital timing is a strong predictor of offspring marital timing. Thornton (1991) used a sample of youth born in Detroit in 1961 and found that maternal marital age was significantly associated with rates of entry into both marriage and cohabitation. Uecker and Stokes (2008) found that, in a more recent national sample of youth, young maternal age at marriage was still one of the strongest predictors of early marriage. Thornton and others (Tasker, 1993) have also found that maternal divorce was significantly associated with younger union entry, likely because children of divorce are more likely to experience circumstances than encourage early marriage, such as low educaThis document is copyrighted by the American Psychological Association or one of its allied publishers.
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tional achievement, moving out of the parental home, and forming a romantic relationship.
Other Determinants of Union Timing
Women, those with less education and lower socioeconomic status, cohabitors, and white and Hispanic individuals are more likely to marry young (Uecker & Stokes, 2008) . Fertility may contribute to marital prospects, particularly for women, as having a child from a previous relationship may delay marriage (Qian, Lichter, & Mellott, 2005) but it may also be that pregnant youth may feel pressure to marry to "legitimize" the birth (Akerlof, Yellen, & Katz, 1996) .
The Role of Desires in Predicting Union Entrance
As might be expected, desires for early marriage predict actually entering an early marriage (Willoughby, 2014) . Maternal marriage age has also been associated with younger entry into marriage (Thornton, 1991; Uecker & Stokes, 2008) . However, it is unclear if maternal age at marriage will retain a significant association with offsprings' actual marital age once desires are accounted for, as previous work examining the direct association between maternal marital age and offspring union timing did not consider the role of offspring timing desires.
Entrance Into Cohabitation
The age at which mothers entered marriage may not only predict their offspring's entrance into marriage, but also possibly their entrance into cohabitation. Thornton (1991) found that mothers who married earlier were more likely to have offspring who entered cohabitation before age 24. Cohabitation is the normative first romantic union in the United States, with almost threequarters of men and women between the ages of 15 and 44 experiencing cohabitation as their first union between 2006 and 2010 (Manning et al., 2014) . Offspring may replicate the timing of their mother's first unions, most commonly marriage, by entering their first union, cohabitation, at a similar age. Further, offspring's marital timing desires may also predict when offspring enter cohabitation; some young people may view cohabitation as a step towards marriage and enter a cohabiting union expecting to wed within a certain timeframe (Huang et al., 2011) . If maternal marriage age predicts offspring desires as we predict, and desires predict entrance into cohabitation, we may no longer see the direct association between maternal marriage age and offspring timing of entrance into cohabitation after desires are accounted for.
Hypotheses
Hypothesis 1: Offspring's desires to ever marry will not be associated with maternal marriage age, but we hypothesize that children who have experienced maternal divorce will be less likely to express desires to ever marry.
Hypothesis 2: Offspring's desired marital age will be positively associated with maternal marriage age. However, the association between maternal marriage age and offspring's marital timing desires will depend on maternal divorce, such that those whose mothers have divorced will have timing desires less strongly associated with their mothers' marital age.
Hypothesis 3:
Maternal marriage age will not be directly associated with offspring's timing of first marriage net of offspring desired age at marriage.
Hypothesis 4:
Maternal marriage age will not be directly association with offspring's timing of first cohabitation net of offspring desired age at marriage.
Method
Data were from the public-use files of the NSLY79 and NLSY79-CYA. The NLSY79 survey is sponsored and directed by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor, 2012 Chicago. In 1994 , 1996 , and 1998 , the NLSY79-CYA adolescent participants who were not yet married were asked about their expectations and desires for marriage. We used the first desires reported in any of the three years.
Analytic Samples and Missing Data
In Sample 1, we started with 11,512 offspring in the CYA sample as of 2012, but 8,841 were not eligible to be interviewed as young adults (at least age 14) or were not interviewed in any of the three target rounds (leaving n ϭ 2,671). Of those who were interviewed, 495 had mothers who were not yet married by the interview date, or the youth were not asked to state marital desires because they were already married or had unknown marital status. Finally, 19 individuals answered "don't know" when asked if they thought they would ever marry. These were removed from the analytic sample. "Don't know" responses likely represent meaningful data (Pearce-Morris, Choi, Roth, & Young, 2014), therefore we did not recode these values as either negative or positive answers. The resulting analytic sample was 2,157 offspring of 1,394 mothers.
Sample 2 started with the 2,671 eligible young adults. Sixhundred seventy-six offspring were removed for one or more of the following reasons: mother was not yet married; offspring had married or were missing marital status; or offspring had no desires This document is copyrighted by the American Psychological Association or one of its allied publishers.
to ever marry or answered "don't know" to the ever marry desires question (see above). Additionally, 45 offspring responded "don't know" to the marital timing desires question, and were removed from the analysis. Finally, when imputing missing data on independent and control variables for this sample (see below), we imputed Sample 2 in two groups (mother divorced vs. mother not divorced) because of the interaction term involving maternal divorce. This method requires that individuals not have missing data for the group indicator, thus we lost another 193 offspring for whom we could not determine their mother's marital status after the end of her first marriage (see the Dependent and Independent Variables section for more detail). This left 1,757 offspring of 1,187 mothers to model timing desires. Within these two samples, some respondents were missing data on the independent and control variables. To account for these missing data, we used augmented multiple multivariate imputation using chained equations (MICE) with 50 imputations (Johnson & Young, 2011) . Following von Hippel (2007), imputed data on the dependent variables were not used. MICE treats each variable with missing data as a dependent variable in an appropriate regression on the other variable in the model to estimate the missing values over a number of imputed sets, then combines results from all sets to ascertain an overall best estimate. We included all model variables in the estimation equations for each sample. We imputed the missing data in Sample 1 separately for male and female offspring, and in Sample 2 separately by maternal divorce status.
Sample 3, used in the event history analysis of entrance into marriage, began with the 1,945 individuals who had valid timing desires data responses. As described above, they must have been interviewed as young adults and been unmarried, have their mothers married by the time they were interviewed, and given nonmissing responses to the timing desires question. Six individuals reported marriage dates earlier than age 6 (the onset of risk), and 44 were missing marriage date data (refused, invalidly skipped, or do not know responses). In this model, we use complete-case analysis, or listwise deletion, to handle missing data. Allison (2006) recommends listwise deletion when less than 15% of the sample would be lost; this sample has about 21.42% (n ϭ 406) missing data on any control variable, more than the recommended amount. However, we elected to employ listwise deletion for two reasons. First, Young and Johnson (2015) recommend that if data is to be imputed in event history analysis, it should only be imputed in wide format. Their recommendation was based on simulations using continuous-time regression. In the current analysis, we are using discrete-time analysis, which generates one observation for each month of each individual in the study. Imputing in wide format in this case would require variables for each month of analysis, resulting in hundreds of imputed variables. Second, of the variables that would be imputed, the majority of them were dates of events; the consequences of imputing dates in discrete-time analysis has not been reported. Thus, we felt that listwise deletion was an appropriate method of dealing with missing data for these models. This left 1,489 offspring (1,044 mothers) predicting entrance into marriage, for a total of 222,437 person-months (time point observations).
Similar to Sample 3, Sample 4, used to predict entrance into cohabitation, started with the 1,945 individuals with valid marital timing expectations. An additional 14 were removed because they reported first cohabitation before age 14, and 64 were missing the date of first cohabitation (those who married directly without cohabitation were included in analysis, but censored at date of marriage). For the same reasons that list-wise deletion was selected for Sample 3, it was also used for Sample 4 (17.4% missing on independent and control variables; n ϭ 325). The final n for Sample 4 was 1,542 offspring of 1,073 mothers, and these offspring contributed 156,793 person-months to the analysis.
Dependent and Independent Variables
Desires to ever marry. Offspring who were not married but were living with or dating a partner were asked if they had plans to marry that partner. If they said no, they were asked if they believed they would marry that partner. If no, they were asked if they believed they would ever marry. For those without a current partner, they were simply asked if they believed they would ever marry. Any "yes" answer to this series of questions was coded as 1 for this dichotomous variable. Responses were coded as "no" if they did not believe they would ever marry. "Don't know" responses were treated as missing data and removed from analysis (see above).
Desired age of marriage. Youth who had a partner and indicated that they had plans for marriage were asked at what age they planned to marry. If they had a partner but no definite plans but believed they would marry that person one day, or if they did not have a partner but believed they would marry eventually, they were asked to indicate the age they would like to be married. Answers were given on a continuous scale, ranging from 16 -80. "Don't know" responses were treated as missing data and left out of the analysis (see above).
Date of first union. Respondents reported the month and year of their first marriage or first cohabitation or both.
Mother's marital history-timing, divorce, remarriage, and cohabitation. Mothers' age at first marriage was calculated using birth month and year and the month and year of first marriage and then rounded down to the nearest year. Maternal divorce was calculated using the date listed as the end of the first marriage (if ever ended) and reports of marital status and status changes at waves after that date. Only mothers who actually reported themselves as divorced were counted as divorced (children of widowed mothers received a 0 on this indicator, as did those of mothers who remained married). Because some mothers were not observed directly following the end of her first marriage and before entering a subsequent marriage, or the status change following the end of their first marriage could not be ascertained because it had happened prior to the survey start, their marital status following the end of their first marriage could not always be coded with certainty. Uncertain marital statuses were coded as missing and imputed (for Sample 1) or removed from analysis (Samples 2, 3, and 4) as described above.
For those whose mothers had divorced, maternal remarriage following divorce was calculated using the month and date she reported entering a second marriage; mothers whose marriages had ended in widowhood were not recorded as remarried for the purposes of this study. Maternal cohabitation following divorce was coded as 1 if mothers reported an unmarried partner in the household or if they self-identified as "currently living as a partner with someone of the opposite sex" after experiencing divorce. In the event history analyses, mother were coded as having cohabited at any time after divorce This document is copyrighted by the American Psychological Association or one of its allied publishers.
either by comparing the dates of reported cohabitations to the date of dissolution or by reports of an unmarried partner in the household roster in a survey after reporting divorce of her first marriage; this partner could potentially be of either sex, but same-and different-sex cohabitation was not specified for these analyses. For H 1 and H 2 , predicting desires to ever marry and marital timing desires, maternal divorce and maternal remarriage or cohabitation postdivorce were measured at the time the offspring reported their desires. For H 3 and H 4 , maternal divorce and remarriage postdivorce were time-varying indicators marking if and when the mother experienced these statuses, whereas cohabitation was a dichotomous indicator of ever reporting cohabitation after divorce.
Control Variables
Additional offspring-level variables were race (Black or Hispanic, with "neither" as reference), and gender (1 ϭ male). In the models predicting desires to ever marry and desired timing of marriage, the following control variables were included: offspring relationship status (dating/cohabiting vs. single), adolescent age at reporting of marital desires (less than 18 vs. 18 and older), offspring had a child, offspring current educational attainment (in years), offspring urban or rural home environment (according to the census classification), maternal family poverty status (in poverty according to Federal Poverty Guidelines vs. not), offspring importance of religion (somewhat or very important vs. less important), mother's highest education (less than high school, high school or some college, 4-year college degree or more), and the offspring's educational expectations (less than high school, high school or some college, 4-year college degree or more). Each of these variables was measured the same year that offspring marital desires were reported. In the survival analysis model, time-varying control variables were used to control for offspring pregnancy (calculated as 9 months prior to the birthdate of first child), birth of the offspring's first child, entrance into first cohabiting union, leaving the home of the mother for the first time, respondent's date of graduation with a high school diploma or GED, and date of offspring's receipt of a 4-year college degree. Time-invariant control variables included in the analyses were offspring race and gender and maternal education reported at the same time as offspring's marital timing desires.
Analytic Plan
We used logistic regression to test H 1 using Sample 1; this was appropriate to model the binary outcome of desires to ever marry. To test H 2 , we modeled the association between maternal age at first marriage and youth desired age at marriage using ordinary least squares regression with Sample 2. In both regression models, we adjusted standard errors using the "cluster" option in Stata14 because of nonindependence due to the presence of multiple children of the same mother in the samples.
To test H 3 and H 4 , we used discrete-time event history models to examine the timing of the transition to first union among offspring, using Sample 3 to predict entrance into marriage and Sample 4 to predict entrance into cohabitation; siblings were again clustered. This method, also called survival or hazard analysis (Allison, 1984; Keiley & Martin, 2005) , models the "hazard" of entering a union over the time periods observed and among those who have not already transitioned to the specified union. Each month of observation of each individual was treated as one unit, and then the odds of entering the target union during that unit were modeled using logistic regression. Respondents remained in the analysis until they either entered the target union or were censored at the last available interview; additionally, in the analysis predicting entrance into first cohabitation, respondents who entered directly into marriage without cohabitation were censored at marriage date. We chose to use the discrete-time method because it is appropriate for models that seek to control for time-varying control variables; additionally, the discrete-time model is often preferred over continuous-time models when the event date is not measured exactly, as was the case in this study (Allison, 2010) . The risk of union entrance started (the onset of risk) when participants were age 14. Both models included linear, squared, and cubic duration terms to account for duration dependence (Allison, 1984) .
Results
Unweighted, nonimputed descriptive statistics for Samples 1 and 2 are shown in the top panel of Table 1 . About 88% of offspring felt they would ever marry, and average desired age of marriage was about 25. About 39% of mothers in both samples had divorced, and the average maternal age at marriage was around 20. Almost half of both samples (49%) were male, about one third were Black, and a quarter of both samples were Hispanic. Almost 90% of both samples was under age 18 when asked about their desires (age ranged from 13-24), and almost one third were partnered. Four percent of each sample had a child, and at least 85% of both samples reported that religion was fairly or very important to them. The average educational attainment in both samples was about 9 years, and slightly more than 70% lived in an urban area. About a quarter of the samples were experiencing family poverty at the time of interview, and about one third of the respondents had mothers with less than a high school education, while 5% of both samples had mothers with a 4-year college degree or more. Less than 2% of each sample expected to not graduate from high school, and almost two thirds of each sample expected to graduate from college.
Descriptive statistics for the samples used to test H 3 and H 4 are shown in the lower panel of Table 1 . Of those in Sample 3, used to predict entrance into marriage, 52% married during the time of the analysis and 68% entered their first cohabiting relationship. Average age of entrance to marriage was slightly under 24 years old. Maternal age at marriage was, on average, 20 years, and the average desired age at marriage was almost 25. Almost half of this sample was male, 32% were Black and 24% were Hispanic. Almost half of the individuals experienced a pregnancy and 43% experienced the birth of their first child. About 86% graduated from high school or received a GED over the course of observation and 14% received a 4-year college degree. More than half, 54%, left their mother's home at some point before marriage or the end of the analysis. Thirty percent of offspring had mothers with less than a high school education and 5% had mothers with a college degree or higher education.
In Sample 4, about 70% cohabited and at an average age of 21 years old. About 14% were censored at first marriage instead of This document is copyrighted by the American Psychological Association or one of its allied publishers.
cohabitation. Average maternal marriage age was 20 years old, and 49% of mothers divorced at some point in the analysis. Twentythree percent of mothers went on to remarry after divorce, and 17% cohabited following divorce. The average desired marital age was again around 25 years old. About half of the sample was male, 48%, just under one third was Black, and slightly under one quarter was Hispanic. About 30% experienced pregnancy and 20% experience the birth of their first child. Regarding educational attainment, 77% graduated with a high school diploma or GED and 11% graduated from college. Forty-one percent moved out of their mother's home before cohabitation or the end of the analysis, and 30% had mothers with less than a high school education whereas 5% had mothers with a college degree or more. .075 a Non-Black/non-Hispanic is reference category.
b High school or some college is reference category. c Expect to complete high school or some college is reference category. d Fisher's R to Z transformed for multiply-imputed data. This document is copyrighted by the American Psychological Association or one of its allied publishers.
Mother's age at marriage interacted with maternal divorce status to significantly predict offspring marital timing desires. For those offspring whose mothers had not divorced their first marriage, each additional year older their mothers were when they married was significantly associated with an increase of 0.10 years in offspring marital timing desires (p Ͻ .01).
Among offspring whose mothers had ended their first marriage in divorce, each additional year older their mothers were when they married was associated with a decrease of Ϫ0.03 years in the age the offspring said they desired to marry (interaction term p Ͻ .05). When models were run separately by maternal divorce (results not shown), for children of divorce (n ϭ 694) maternal marriage age was not significantly associated with timing desires (b ϭ Ϫ.03, p ϭ .59), while the association remained significant for offspring whose mothers had not divorced (n ϭ 1,063, b ϭ .09, p Ͻ 0.02).
Control variables significantly associated with later desired age in the full model were being male (b ϭ 0.68, p ϭ Ͻ .001), African American (b ϭ 1.71, p Ͻ .001) or Hispanic (b ϭ 0.56, p Ͻ .01), and expected a college education or more (b ϭ 0.46, p Ͻ .05). Control variables negatively associated with desired marital age were being partnered (b ϭ Ϫ1.46, p Ͻ .001) and having a child (b ϭ Ϫ1.02, p Ͻ .01). The model was significant with F ϭ 8.40, p Ͻ .001 and had R 2 of .09 and adjusted R 2 of .08, transformed according to Fisher's suggestion for imputed data (Harel, 2009) .
The discrete-time logistic regression model, clustered by mother, predicting the hazard of entrance into marriage is presented in Table 4 . Marital timing desires were significantly negatively associated with the hazard of marriage; each additional year later that the offspring desired to marry was associated with a 4% decrease in the hazard of marriage in a given month, delaying marriage (p Ͻ .01). Similarly, maternal marriage age, maternal divorce, and maternal cohabitation also significantly predicted delayed transition to marriage. For each year later that a mother married, that offspring's hazard of marriage in a given month was 5% lower (p Ͻ .001). Offspring whose mothers had divorced had a hazard of marriage that was 30% lower than those whose mothers had not divorced (p Ͻ .01), and offspring whose mothers cohabited had a 21% lower hazard (p Ͻ .05). Being African American (48% lower hazard, p Ͻ .001) or Hispanic (35% lower hazard, p Ͻ .001) or experiencing the birth of one's first child (70% lower hazard, p Ͻ .001) also predicted delayed marriage, whereas pregnancy (336% greater hazard, p Ͻ .001), graduating either high school or college (42% and 121% greater hazard respectively, p Ͻ .01 and p Ͻ .001), entering first cohabitation (146% greater hazard, p Ͻ .001), leaving the maternal home (24% greater hazard, p Ͻ .01), and having a mother with a college education or more (38% greater hazard, p Ͻ .05) all predicted earlier transition to marriage. The overall model was significant with 2 ϭ 1000.57, p Ͻ .001, with Pseudo R 2 of .10.
The results of the discrete-time logistic regression model, clustered by mother, predicting entrance into cohabitation is presented in Table 5 . Marital timing desires did not significantly predict entrance into cohabitation, and the only significant maternal marital variable was divorce, which predicted a 23% greater hazard of cohabitation entrance (p Ͻ .05). Other significant predictors of entrance into cohabitation were pregnancy (439% greater hazard, p Ͻ .001), leaving mother's home (63% greater hazard, p Ͻ .001) and having a mother with less than high school education (25% greater risk, p Ͻ .01). Being male (25% lower hazard, p Ͻ .001), Black (38% 
Discussion
The risks of union formation at a young age are welldocumented (Bramlett & Mosher, 2001; Lehrer, 2008) , but many youth still cohabit or marry in their late teens and early twenties (Uecker & Stokes, 2008) . Some youth may not desire to enter unions at particular ages but instead "slide" into them without much forethought (Stanley, Rhoades, & Markman, 2006) , whereas others have an ideal age for marriage in mind as part of their marital paradigm (Carroll et al., 2007; Willoughby et al., 2015) . Social learning theory (Bandura, 1969) suggests a potential predictor of these timing desires: the age at which one's mother married, and whether or not she divorced. The results of the present study suggest that both maternal age at marriage and divorce are salient predictors of offspring marital timing desires and the actual timing of offsprings' unions, even after offspring's own desires for marital timing are accounted for.
As was hypothesized, maternal marital age was not associated with offspring desires to ever marry, but neither was maternal divorce or remarriage significantly associated with overall desires, contrary to H 1 . Instead, only maternal cohabitation following divorce significantly predicted decreased desires to marry. These findings contradicted previous findings that children of divorce held more negative views toward marriage (Axinn & Thornton, 1996) and less desire to ever marry (Tasker, 1993) . These differences in findings may arise, at least in part, due to the differences in the samples. Tasker's sample was of 17-18-year-olds in early 1990s Britain, and Axinn and Thornton's sample was of young adults born in 1961 to mothers living in Detroit. The current sample was of United States youth ages 13-24 in the mid-1990s. Additionally, Amato (1988) suggested that while children of divorce see limits to marriage and may be tolerant of divorce, many still believe in the benefits of marriage and desire to marry. Because divorce is now more common in the United States and marriage has increasingly changed to being a "capstone" of one's adulthood (Cherlin, 2004) , the children of divorce may feel marriage is accessible to them despite their mother's experience. Experiencing maternal cohabitation, however, may signal to youth that marriage is not a requirement for intimacy, thus decreasing overall intentions to ever marry; our finding that maternal cohabitation predicted lower desires to ever marry replicates the findings of Manning, Longmore, and Giordano (2007) .
Supporting H 2 , we found that offspring whose mothers married later desired to marry later themselves, but only if their mother had not divorced. Timing desires were not associated with maternal marriage age for offspring whose mothers had divorced. This supported our hypothesis that offspring may desire to marry at a similar age to their mothers, but may also consider the outcome of her marriage. Both of these maternal marriage characteristics likely become part of an individual's marital paradigm and desires for marriage (Willoughby et al., 2015) . Additionally, after witnessing their parents' divorce, the children of divorce may feel the need to take extra time and care in choosing a partner, which may delay their plans for marriage.
Contrary to H 3 , offspring whose mothers married earlier, or whose mothers divorced, entered marriage earlier compared to offspring whose mothers married later or whose mothers did not divorce, even when controlling for offspring's desired age at marriage. Further, mothers' marriage age was not associated with entrance into cohabitation, but neither were offspring's desires, contrary to H 4 . Maternal divorce was significantly associated with This document is copyrighted by the American Psychological Association or one of its allied publishers. This article is intended solely for the personal use of the individual user and is not to be disseminated broadly.
early entrance into cohabitation, confirming a pattern shown in previous work (Cherlin, Kiernan, & Chase-Lansdale, 1995; Thornton, 1991) . These results contradict social learning theory and suggest that the timing of a mother's marriage may not be as salient as witnessing maternal divorce in predicting either marital desires or union formation. In fact, divorce was the only maternal marriage characteristic that remained a significant predictor in all models examining the timing of desired and actual union formation. Even in a recent cohort of young adults who grew up when divorce was more common (Cherlin, 2010) , parental divorce still played a significant role in the development of marital desires and behaviors. Children of divorce may marry younger because they are confident in their ability to take on adult roles, having potentially experienced adultification after their parents' divorce by having been thrust into the role of confidant or friend to their parents (Garber, 2011) . Youth whose parents divorce have been found to have more accepting attitudes toward cohabitation and premarital sexual activity, and have an average earlier age of sexual initiation, which is associated with earlier union formation (Axinn & Thornton, 1996; Cherlin et al., 1995; Flewelling & Bauman, 1990) . Families often have less economic resources following divorce, which may also lead the children of divorce to cohabit earlier to save money (Huang et al., 2011) . These children of divorce may also be similar to Halpern-Meekin's (2012) "unlikely optimists": adolescents who witnessed the dissolution of their parents' marriages but were nonetheless positive about marriage, and who were likely to experience family formation at younger ages than their peers. While we found that later maternal age at marriage was significantly associated with later offspring transition into marriage, replicating the work of Thornton (1991) and Uecker and Stokes (2008) , we did not find a significant association between maternal marriage age and entrance into cohabitation, which Thornton did. We also did not find a significant association between desired marriage age and cohabitation timing. While age at first marriage has risen steadily in recent decades, age at first cohabitation has not (Manning et al., 2014) . Perhaps our more recent sample, who are still cohabiting at young ages even though they marry later, are not replicating their mother's behavior but rather following current social norms. Cohabitation may also be less of a conscious choice and more of a "sliding" progression through the stages of a relationship (Stanley et al., 2006) . Only later, when they transition to matrimony, may individual's specific desires become more readily apparent.
While the original sample of mothers in the NSLY79 was nationally representative, the sample of children was not, especially when considering that our sample included only those who were interviewed as young adults between 1994 and 1998, meaning they were disproportionally those born to younger mothers. Additionally, this study used the public-use data files of the NLSY79 and so was unable to account for the complex survey design using the restricted sampling variable data. Thus, our sample is not nationally representative of today's young adults. Results should not be generalized to the national population.
Additionally, many factors play into the decision to form a union at any age. This study design can make no causal claims, and it is possible that other variables could be driving the associations we found. Fergusson, McLeod, and John Horwood (2014) show the importance of considering multiple influences on partnership outcomes across the lifecourse. Additional personal and contextual variables, such as personality characteristics and more in-depth religiosity measures should be considered in future work on the transmission of union desires and behaviors between mothers and offspring. Also, desires specific to cohabitation are likely different than desires for marriage, and these were not measured here (Manning et al., 2007) .
We were unable to measure the extent to which mothers consciously instructed or socialized their offspring regarding marriage and the "ideal" timing of marriage versus how much the children simply witnessed and interpreted on their own. Starrels and Holm (2000) found a significant association between maternal socialization and children's desires, and Willoughby and colleagues (2012) found that parental attitudes were significantly associated with offspring's attitudes toward marriage and marriage timing. It is possible that the children in our study never considered the age at which their mothers married, but rather formed their desires only because of what their mothers directly spoke to them about marriage. Additionally, the data did not include the age at which the offspring's fathers married. As children may identify more strongly with a same-gender parent (Rossi, 1984) , we might expect that the behavior of either mothers or fathers could be more closely associated with the desires and behaviors of their daughters or sons, respectively. Interactions terms between gender and significant maternal marital history variables were tested in all models in this study and were insignificant, but the gender of children and parents may still play an important role in the replication of behaviors across generations and should be considered in future work.
We sought to replicate findings from studies of previous generations and aimed to clarify whether marital timing desires are part of the association between maternal marriage age and offspring marital age. We found that maternal divorce was a strong predictor of both the desires that children hold for the timing of marriage and the timing in which they enter either marriage or cohabitation. Even though these offspring grew up in a time when parental divorce was more normative, millennials whose parents divorced likely think about and experience relationship formation differently than those whose parents did not. By understanding that offspring may both think about and experience marriage and cohabitation differently depending on how their mothers experienced it, practitioners interested in promoting healthy relationship may be better able to serve individuals with more personalized, effective programming and support if they get to know the family backgrounds of those they serve.
